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Quicker Results: Empowering Staff By 
Encouraging AI Use in Transportation

Jonathan Staats, PE
Assistant College Director of Project Management

ChatGPT User since December 2022
staatsj@otc.edu

Major Takeaways

UNDERSTAND

 AI’s Capacity for Speeding Up Your Productivity

 How To Construct Smarter Prompts

 AI’s Place In Your Workflow

Privacy

CoPilot

Privacy
ChatGPT
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WORKFLOW DIFFERENCES

With AIWithout AITask
10 – 15 minutes1 – 2 hoursTraffic Study Executive Summary

Upload Documents and Ask 
AI for Questions & Answers

Review DocumentsPublic Meeting Q&A Prep

Ask AI to Summarize the 
Highlights

Fall Asleep Reading ItReview a Research Paper

AI Build Entire Rough DraftStart From ScratchWriting Grant Applications

1. ROLE & GOAL

2. Context

3. Constraints

4. Questions

You are…
Write…

An Engineer
A Traffic Memo for 
A New Left Turn Lane







Memo should match local language

Should be 4 paragraphs, for lay person

Ask me questions to help write it

IMAGE EDITS

“Change the 
attached picture to 
show the driveway 
removed (replace it 

with greenspace and 
curb & gutter). The 
driveway that I'm 

talking about is right 
under the text that 
reads, "OTC Graff 

Hall."
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How Do We Adapt With AI?

Build an AI Prompt Library for your organization

Discuss ethical concerns and adjust to them

Invest time to discuss how to enhance your workflow

Ethics

Should we use Artificial Intelligence in our work?

 Any use of AI as a transportation professional should uphold public 
safety as the first priority.

 The entire point of the PE license is guidance and quality control.

 AI is going everywhere.

DEVELOPING 
YOUR

“PROMPT 
LIBRARY”
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LET’S CHAT

Jonathan Staats, PE
Assistant College Director of Project Management

staatsj@otc.edu
417-512-6717
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